General Summary
IV
Fortified by this definite undertaking and pressing en-
couragement on the part of Germany, Austria-Hungary
sent an ultimatum to Serbia nearly four weeks after
the Sarajevo outrage, containing conditions deliberately
framed so as to be incompatible with the independence
of a sovereign State, and therefore unacceptable.
V
The Wilhelmstrasse affirmed in several official declarations
that it was unaware of the contents of the Austrian Note
to Serbia. In fact the Wilhelmstrasse was familiar with
the essential conditions twelve days before its publication*
and with the actual text twenty-three hours beforehand;
it had raised no objection to any of the terms, but on
the contrary had expressly made known its approval to
the other Powers even before the final text had been
made public.
VI
In order to make any negotiation impossible, Germany
and Austria rejected the proposal made by the Entente
Powers who, with the object of finding a formula for
compromise between Belgrade and Vienna, had asked
for an extension of the very short time-limit granted
Serbia for her reply.
VII
Although the Serbian reply to the Austrian ultimatum
was most conciliatory, it contained reservations which
offered matter for discussion. Yet Austria-Hungary,
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